PSRAI OMNIBUS SURVEY RESULTS
Autism Awareness Month
In observance of Autism Awareness Month, PSRAI asked Americans about their knowledge and
views of the disorder. Two-thirds say they know at least a little about autism spectrum
disorder. Fifteen percent say they know a lot, 24% say they know some, and 26% say they
know a little.
One-third of Americans say they know nothing about autism. The largest shares of those who
report not having knowledge about autism are racial and ethnic minorities (46%), including
over half of Hispanics (55%); adults with a high school education or less (44%); and seniors
age 65 or older (38%).
Majorities of those who say they know at least a little about autism say progress has been
made in diagnosing, treating, and assisting people with autism in the United States.

Percentage of U.S. adults who say that at least some progress
has been made in following areas in the past 10 years
(Based on those who say they know at least a little about autism)

Improved accuracy by medical
professionals in diagnosing autism

72%

Early screening and diagnosis of autism

68%

Providing early intervention treatment
for children with autism

68%

Increasing the public's understanding
of autism

65%

Helping adults with autism live more
independently

57%
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Methodology
The survey was conducted by Princeton Survey Research Associates International (PSRAI).
Interviewing by landline or cellular telephones occurred from March 16-19, 2017 among a
random sample of 1,001 U.S. adults. Interviews were conducted in English or Spanish. Data
have been weighted to parameters from the U.S. Census Bureau. The margin of error for
results based on the complete set of weighted data is +/- 3.8 percentage points.
PSRAI
PSRAI is an independent survey research firm dedicated to providing high-quality information to
clients in the United States and around the world (www.psrai.com).
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